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Dear Fellow Oshwals,

Jai Jinendra & Pranam

Michhami Dukhadam.

It's autumn and as we approach the colder and darker days
of the oncoming winter, we can reflect on what a lovely
summer we have enjoyed this year. It is quite surprising how
fast the year has passed by.  Paryushan was celebrated in all
the Areas, with some wonderful new additions involving our
younger generations including English lectures, short plays,
and English Pratikaman.  As well as the invited guests from
Tapovan, we had local talent too, with speakers from SCVP
and IOJ presenting lectures and debates on the relevance of
Jainism.  I am pleased that accompanied by my fellow Office
Bearers and Executive Committee Members, we were able
to visit all the Areas with a large delegation.   I thank you all for the warm and friendly welcome we received
everywhere we attended.

Sunday 7th September was Dhaj Dhin and once again this year, through the sale of Tokens, one lucky family
participated in the Dhaja ceremony.   Congratulations to Sarlaben Satish Shah & Family (South Area).  The
Savantsari Bhojan thereafter, hosted by North West Area, saw one of the highest turnouts in recent times with
over 4,400 Oshwals in attendance. We were honoured to have the Indian High Commissioner present at Dhaja
Dhin, His Excellency Ranjan Mathai was accompanied by Mr Pritam Lal First Secretary and Mr Simon Dadd
Migration Policy Advisor from The Home Office.

Left to Right - Keshavlal Vrajpar BOA, Dilip Raichand IOJ, Nilesh Bhagwanji OAUK, Simon Dadd Home Office, Jaysukhbhai
Mehta IOJ, Sailesh Liladhar EC Secretary, Pritam Lal First Secretary IHC, His Excellency Ranjan Mathai, Raaxeet

Harakhchand EC President, Nemubhai Chandaria IOJ, Harshad Sanghrajka IOJ, Tushar Jayantilal EC Vice President,
Ashwin Dharamshi BOA. (Photograph courtesy of Vimal Shah)

President’s Message
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The visit was arranged in conjunction with The Institute
of Jainology and we are grateful to Nemubhai
Chandaria OBE, Chairman IOJ, and his committee for
their support and assistance.

The weekend of 14th September saw 5 Areas hosting
Savantsari Bhojans. I attended South Area where there
was also a Dhaja Dhin ceremony for the Ghar Derasar.
Savantsari Bhojans at remaining three areas were
completed on 21st September.

Our most sincere appreciation to the Area committees
for all their efforts as well as the many volunteers who
assisted throughout Paryushan and Savantsaris.

Diwali Celebrations
Diwali celebrations are upon us.  Diwali in London will
be celebrated in Trafalgar Square on Sunday 12th
October.  This year there is a parade planned and full
details can be found on the DIL website.
http://www.diwaliinlondon.com OAUK continue to be
an active supporter and participant in these
celebrations.  We hope that many of you will attend.

Diwali events will continue at Oshwal Centre with
Chopada Pujan on Thursday 23rd October. Dinner will
be served. To participate, please register with the
office. Dwar Opening will be at 6-30am on 24th
October, the lucky winner of the Token was Bijalben A
Shah & Family (East Area). A full day of celebrations will
be held at Oshwal Centre on Sunday 26th October.  This
year we have all Areas participating with an interactive
display and presentation on how Diwali is celebrated
by the various regions in India. As usual, the Derasar
will remain open on all the days.  We look forward to
seeing many of you over these auspicious days.

We have much more happening in the coming months.
You will have all now seen the new look Oshwal Centre
and we thank the many members who have supported
us so generously in our fund raising drive.  The schemes
are still open;

£1,000 - Single Line Takti on General Donors Board

£2,500 - Single Line Takti on Lift Donors Board

£12,500 - Takti Lift Donor

£25,000 - 25th Anniversary Donor

£50,000 - Individual Donor Plaque

We have three Chandeliers still available as Nakro items
at £10,000 each.

If you have thought about donating but have still not
got around to making your donation, please do so now.
There is a form on the website, you can contact me or
any of the Oshwal Team who will be pleased to guide
you.  We are now starting the process of organising
Taktis and had originally planned to hold an opening in

November.  This has been put back as we are still not
quite ready, we will advise all donors of the date in
good time.

August 2015 sees the 10th Anniversary of our Derasar.
We are planning a 4 day event.  Please provisionally
mark 27th August to 31st August 2015 in your diary.
Full details of our programme will be announced in the
New Year.

There is much more happening in the coming months
and we will inform members as programmes are
finalised.  As always, we are indebted to all of you for
your support and the many volunteers who assist us
throughout.

There are two thoughts that I wish to share with you.
As Oshwals we are a very progressive community and
many of our practical changes have been adopted by
other communities.  We hold Saddadi's at our centres
to pay respects to those who have departed.  Unlike
other communities, we appreciate that many would
like to attend and cannot sit throughout the two hours
so we have a system where we can meet the family and
leave.  Increasingly, it has come to my attention that
Saddadi's are becoming an opportunity to 'catch up
with friends'.  The level of 'chit chat' and even 'laughter'
is at times quite distressing. Please, I urge all members
to think why we are attending a Saddadi, if it is to
genuinely pay our respects, should we not respect the
family that has lost a loved one?  Let's learn to be silent
at these times and show our compassion.  If you really
must talk to someone, please meet outside the hall and
talk on the steps, or pick up your phone and call them.
This brings me to my second point.  At Funerals, despite
the regular announcement that all of us should switch
off our phones, there is always one person who thinks
it does not apply to him/her and has to have the phone
on! Why?  If you are really expecting an important
phone call, I think you would show more respect in not
attending a funeral.

I am sure there are many who will agree with my
sentiments, perhaps others may think differently. As
a progressive community, let's try and be a little more
thoughtful.

With very best wishes to you all for Diwali & the New
Year.  May the New Year bring peace, prosperity, good
health and happiness to all.

Jai Oshwal.

Raaxeet H Shah

Raaxeet Harakhchand Shah

Hon President

Oshwal Association of the UK

E: president@oshwal.org

President’s Message





~ Oshwal News Advertising Rates ~

Registered Office: Oshwal Centre, Coopers Lane Road, Northaw, Herts. EN6 4DG 
Telephone: 01707 643838  •  Facsimile: 01707 644562 

Registered in accordance with the Charities Act, 1960. Charity Reg. No. 267037

       Oshwal Association of the UK EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President: Raaxeet Harakhchand Shah Please reply to:  The Registered Office 
   

Secretary: Sailesh Liladhar Shah Editor: Sudhir M Shah
    

Re: Oshwal News – Information for Advertisers

New Rates for 2015 

Pranam

Oshwal News is a very important publication for the Oshwal Community, This is our only 
magazine which is printed four times a year to inform our members about the past and future 
events, other important community news on Religious matters, Gujarati Language and Festivals. 
Many new sections are to be added soon to make ‘Oshwal News’ a really nice publication.

You are aware that our Community is very successful and has the spending power for the 
Services that you offer, this magazine gives you great exposure to promote your businesses. We 
thank you for all your past support, but going forward we want to ensure that our costs are 
covered and that OAUK does not bear any unnecessary losses. I hope you will support our 
Community on a longer term basis. Wherever possible we ask Advertisers to give special 
discounts or have promotions which will benefit our members.

The advertising rates will now need to increase slightly due to higher costs on Printing & 
Postage. Please see below our new 2015 rates,  however for all regular Advertisers we will give 
you a 10% discount if you book for 4 consecutive issues.

Your support is valuable, we are always seeking donations for our major projects. For the future you can 
also consider ‘Sponsorship’ of one of our ‘Events’ - Please let us know if you would be interested? 
Please note, we will no longer have any Reserved pages, i.e. for the inside front cover, and back cover 
both sides these pages will be offered on rotation basis on first come basis to regular advertisers. For all 
other pages, unfortunately we cannot offer you a firm guarantee whether your advert will be placed on 
the RHS or LHS, but we will consider your requests carefully, the overall design and layout of each issue 
that we will publish will be our first priority 

Thank you 
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Paryushan - 22nd August-29th August 2014
By Arunaben Ramesh Shah (East Area Religious Chairperson)

Paryushan was celebrated very well this year, on the first day we had a Nem & Rajul Saaanji, some ladies from
the Thursday Club participated in this and sang stavans. Following this on Saturday, there was a small play on
Nem & Rajul's Wedding. Most of the Committee members took part in the play and some children from the
audience also were involved. There was also a dance by Sruti.  Everybody took part enthusiastically, and did
very well. The audience felt like they were at a real wedding.  The play was organised by Sushilaben Chandrakant
Shah.

On Tuesday 26th August we celebrated Mahavir Janma Kalyanak, all the biddings for the 14 Sapnas, Parnama
Shrifal Padhravanu, Parnu Julawanu, Arti and Mangal Divo went well. The Parnu was taken by Amratben
Raichandbhai's family and lots of people were able to attend the ceremony at the house too.

On Thursday 28th August we had our Tapasvi Bahuman, this time we had one Tapasvi, Hiten Ramniklalbhai
Jesang who fasted for 9 days. The bahuman was carried out by Rajubhai Raichand, Kanchanben Jitendra and
Bansiben Chandulal Shah.The East Area Committee would like to thank all those who participated and donated
during Paryushan. Michhami Dukkadam

UPCOMING EVENT

Diwali at Oshwal Centre
For our Oshwal Diwali Celebrations this
year each Area has chosen a culture on
the theme 'Diwali Celebrations in India'.

East Area is going to be displaying 'How
Diwali is celebrated in Bengal'. The
display will be at Oshwal Centre on 26th
October. If you would like to be involved
or have any ideas/suggestions please
contact Hemini Raju Shah by Phone
07957308702 or by email:
hemini_shah@hotmail.com
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East Area
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Forthcoming event – Diwali Ball on Saturday 18th October 2014, at Beadlow Manor Golf Club, Shefford, 

SG17 5PH, 7pm till late. Tickets – Oshwal Members £16 (£18 after 30/9/14), Non Members £20. 

Please see attached poster on our website link http://www.oshwal.co.uk/events/diwali-ball

Contact Nina 07474 444460       Keval 07837 181332       Ricky 07817 784650

Participants required for the Oshwal Sports Day Oshwal Sports Event - 6, 7, 14th December 2014:

Luton Area is looking for 2 participants for the ladies darts singles and doubles event and also anyone 

who can take part in the swimming competitions. 

For further information please contact Nina on 07474 444460
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 FUND RAISING SCHEMES 2014-16
OSHWAL ASSOCIATION OF THE UK
Oshwal Centre, Coopers Lane Road, Northaw, Herts. EN6 4DG Registered Charity no. 267037 
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YOUNG JAINS TESTER SESSION - 14th June 2014
REPORT BY NITISH SHAH

What is the winning hand? What is the winning mindset?
Every day, we are dealt the cards of life, and with every card we have an opportunity to make a choice, and this
will affect our current hand. Its what we do with the card (opportunity, event, incident) that will influence what
our future could be. This was the theme of the taster session of the Young Jains convention. The two deliverers
Priti and Anuj amazingly put across the idea of how we can use Jain dharma and practice in our every day lives
in a practical way. They showed us the idea of changing the way we think and react to situation presented to
us can have such a great impact on our lives. We were prepared to think about how we can react to each and
every situation in order to not let it affect us adversely.
All those who attended really enjoyed the session and look forward to future ones.  I am sure whoever attended
the Young Jains UK 10th convention on Sat 26th and Sun 27th July 2014 has attained great knowledge on Jainism
and may be found lots of answers to their questions they might have thought about life.

Paryushan Celebrations 2014 and Workshop on Ghathiya and Aghathiya
Karmas and Essence of Pratikraman in English during
Report by Fulvanti Shah

This year the 8 days celebrations went very well this year.  We had about 25 to 30 people daily for pratikraman.
As always Punjabhai and Jivubhai conducted them.  Various ladies took part in saying the stavan, thoi etc.
Hansaben read out pravachans sent over by her guru from India and were very enlightening.  After the
pratikraman we went across to the temple for bhavna.  Again this year as always, Mahendrabhai, Jyotshnaben
and Chirag served us with beautiful and melodious stavans.  Aarti and Divo took place daily.  Mahavir
Janmakalyanak was very well attended and celebrated as was on the last day when we had 108 diva aarti.  This
year we had 3 tapsvi behenos, Gitaben (observed maun upvas), Kumdben and Kanchaben and our
congratulations to them all.

Workshop
Jyotshnaben, Trusitben, Shrutiben, Vibhutiben from South London Shree Chandana Vidyapeeth team in
conjunction with Institute of Jainlogy (IOJ) conducted the workshop on Karma theory. They were accompanied
by Prakeshbhai who very kindly drove them to Northamptonshire.
The main aim of this workshop was to understand Ghathiya and Aghathiya Karma.  To describe the processes
of ashrav, bandha, samvar and nirjara - involved in karma bondage and release.  To list and illustrate 8 main
types of karma and to encourage audience participation in the workshops.
The session began with an introduction and understanding of the Jain universe - namely Siddhashila (abode of
the liberated souls), Deva gati, Manushia  gati & Triyanch gati (abode of Humans and animals), Narak gati (abode
of the Hells beings)
Jain Philosophy does not believe in a creator God.  Jains believe every soul has the potential to attain
nirvana/moksha/liberation.  A perfected soul, pure and free from attachment is deemed to have attained siddha
status. Jains believe that the Universe has been in existence with no beginning and no end and is subject to the
inherent laws of nature.
The workshops explored ways in which you bind Ghathiya and Aghathiya Karmas and the processes involved to
shed them.
The workshop was attended by all age groups from age 10 to 80 plus.  The Essence of Pratikraman in English
on Saturday evening again was well attended by a whole range of age groups.
Jai Jinendra

Northampton Area
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Non Regular events
SATURDAY 4TH OCTOBER - COOKING DEMONSTRATION - WESTON FAVEL PARISH HALL - TIME: 7PM - 11
PM
SATURDAY 25TH OCTOBER - DEEPAVALI GET-TO-GETHER - RANGOLI/GHARI AND GULAB JAMBU
COMPETITION  - WESTON PARISH HALL - TIME: 7PM - 11PM
SUNDAY 30TH NOVEMBER - OPEN BHUKHAR - OSHWAL CENTRE, COOPERS LANE.-DETAILS ON THE LEAFLET.
ENGLISH AND GUJARATI RULES FOUND ON THE WEBSITE.
SATURDAY 20TH DECEMBER - XMAS PARTY - WESTON PARISH HALL - TIME: 7PM - 11PM
SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2015 - CELEBRATIONS ON 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ESTABLISHMENT OF
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE OSHWAL ASSOCIATION OF UK

Regular events
Fun Club - Every 3rd Saturday of the Month, Time: 7.30pm - 11pm, Tickets £1.50 (members)
Jain Philosophy Classes - Every Monday, Venue: Fulvantiben's Residence.  Currently Discussion On Bhavnas.
Free, Time: 8pm - approx 9.30pm
Twin Heart Meditations - Every 3   and 4  Thursdays of the Month. Weston Favell Parish, Hall, Booth Lane
South NN3 3EP. Time: 7.30PM - 9.00pm. Open to All.

More details on: www.oshwal.co.uk/events

Northampton Area
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North Area Chairperson Message

"Diwali is a time for rejoicing and I take
this opportunity of wishing everyone a
very Happy Diwali and a Prosperous
New Year.  Another year has flown by
and in the last year, North Area has been
very active in organising various events
to cater for all age groups.  More
exciting events are in store - please keep
on supporting the Committee.  As ever,
we are looking for new ideas and
suggestions so your contributions are
most welcome.  Best Wishes.  Daksha."

Daksha Maroo - Chair Person

….Hold the press! Whist Drive announced…. Saturday 8th November… Hold the
press! Whist Drive announced…. Saturday 8th November…. Hold the press! Whist

Drive announced…. Saturday 8th November…. Hold the press! Whist Drive
announced….

North Area
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NORTH AREA PARYUSHAN - 2014
Oshwal North Area once again celebrated our Paryushan festival
very peacefully and all those who benefitted tremendously. The
aim, as per last year was to encourage young people to participate.
North Area continued with the changes brought in last year to
encourage young members and children to enjoy the celebration.

The Samo Aarti and Divo with a fixed nakro worked very well on
all 8 days, encouraging all families to participate.  This has
eliminated the bidding process which is very time consuming.  This
is also a fairer system where any family can participate if they
wished.
Over the weekend, Ajitbhai, Pravinaben and party sang beautiful Jain stavans and provided music for the raas
garba on both the days.

To encourage children, we arranged for them to participate in aarti thali decorating.  We also held a stavan
singing talent night on one of the days and had participation from 3 groups of young children who sang beautifully
and some were also accompanied by musical instruments.  This was very well received by the audience.  We
also held a pass the parcel game for the very young ones and they all got turns to read out a short Jain fact.
Fun was had by all the children and the children were rewarded with a small gift.

Each day before pratikraman began, one of the rituals involved in the pratikraman was explained such as why
we do khamasna, vandna, maupati feravanu and why we use katasnu and charaudo. The younger members
who attended the pratikraman said that they very much valued this sharing of information.

On some of the evenings after Pratikraman, the Committee members took turns to read a short story.  These
included stories of Bau Bali, Raja Kumarpar, Chandanbala and Neminath. The renowned Vinodbhai Kapashi gave
a talk and discussion and dharma and how to practise it in modern life.  This was very inspirational and
thought-provoking and was very well received by the audience.

This year, the tapasvis were as follows:
Sunitaben Dhirajlal Shah   10 Upvas
Bansiben Kuntesh Shah   9 Upvas
Neelaben Hitesh Shah    8 Upvas
Dineshbhai Lakhamshi Shah    8 Upvas
Paras Dilip Maroo    8 Upvas
Praful Jivraj Shah    8 Upvas
Rashmikant Ratilal Shah   8 Upvas
Ronak Dilip Maroo    8 Upvas

The North Area Committee sincerely apologises if they have hurt
anyone - Micchami Dukkhadam.

Bhajee on the (Clacton) Beach!
The North Area Health, Welfare and Social Committee organised an outing to Clacton on Sea on Sunday 27 July
2014. The trip started on a glorious sunny morning, with excited people looking forward to going to the seaside.
Everyone was welcomed aboard on the bus by Hemaben, Kasturben and Kunteshbhai, the organisers of the
trip. A goody bag filled with snacks and drinks was handed out to everyone.  The goodies were donated by some
very generous members and we are very grateful of their kindness and generosity.
Once everyone was settled on the coach, Antakshari was played and a melodious journey began to Clacton.
The time passed very quickly and we reached our destination around 9.30am and people were free to spend
the day as they wished.  Some people went straight to the beach to relax and enjoy the sunshine and the lovely
views of the gardens near the beach. Others went for a long walk on the pier followed by a picnic on the beach.
Some people also went on a shopping spree!
Fun was had by all participating in the various activities on offer or just lazing around on the beach.  Sunshine
lasted for the whole day but before we knew it sadly it was time to pack up and go back on the coach! On the

North Area







       

North Area
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North East Area
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North East Area











Daily  Pakshal & 1st PoojaAarti-Divo (Morning) 
Date UCHHVANI Name 

22-Aug-14 Prabhu Padravanu, Pakshal & 1st Pooja Navinbhai  Kamani 

23-Aug-14 Pakshal & 1st Pooja Sushilaben Laxman Shah 

24-Aug-14 Pakshal & 1st Pooja Amratben Meghji Shah / Gangaben Hirji  Shah  

25-Aug-14 Pakshal & 1st Pooja Sushilaben Chandrakant Shah 

26-Aug-14 Pakshal & 1st Pooja Sushilaben Laxman 

27-Aug-14 Pakshal & 1st Pooja Rameshbhai  Nathoo Shah 

28-Aug-14 Pakshal & 1st Pooja Vilasben Ashwin Shah 

29-Aug-14 Pakshal & 1st Pooja Anjanaben  & Satish Mulji Shah 

Daily  Aarti-Divo  
(Morning’s and Evenings) 

Date UCHHVANI 
Mornings -  
Name 

Evenings -  
Name 

22-Aug-14 Aarti Navinbhai   Kamani Pravin & Suresh Hirji Nathoo 

  Mangal Divo Meenaben Narendra Shah Chandanben Ishwarbhai 

23-Aug-14 Aarti Minesh Venichand Shah & family NW Area Committee  

  Mangal Divo Navinbhai   Kamani Gosar Hirji Parivar  

24-Aug-14 Aarti Viyan Mital Shah 
Jayaben Meghji, Bharat Meghji & Sanjay Meghji 
Shah  

  Mangal Divo Viyan Mital Shah 
Jayaben Meghji, Bharat Meghji & Sanjay Meghji 
Shah  

25-Aug-14 Aarti Nirmal Chandrakant Shah & family Nathalal Mulchand Ranmal Parivar 

  Mangal Divo Nirmal Chandrakant Shah & family Harshida Vinod Shah/ Motiben Lakhamshi Shah 

26-Aug-14 Aarti Amratben Meghji & Gangaben Hirji  
Shah 

Mahendra Hemraj Kachra Shah  

  Mangal Divo 
Devkurben Premchand Shah & 
Pushpaben Panachand Shah 

Navin Ranmal Devraj Harania 

27-Aug-14 Aarti Dakshaben  Bharat Shah Muktaben Nemchand Parivar 

  Mangal Divo Rameshbhai Nathoo Shah Muktaben Nemchand Parivar 

28-Aug-14 Aarti Vilasben Ashwin Shah Pushpaben Jayantilal Galaiya Parivar 

  Mangal Divo Vilasben Ashwin Shah Hitesh Kapurchand Hirji Lalji Gudka Parivar 

29-Aug-14 Aarti 
Jyotikaben Vipul Shah  - Haste 
Shantaben Keshavlal Shah & Family 

Premchand Rupshi Shah Parivar & Keshavji Rupshi 
Shah Parivar (Nitin) 

  Mangal Divo 
Jyotikaben Vipul Shah  - Haste 
Shantaben Keshavlal Shah & Family 

Zaverben Raichand Pethraj Parivar 

14 Swapna Poojan - Tue 26th Aug 14 

Swapna Name 

Gajvar (Elephant) Dhyaana & Punit Jayendra Haria 

Rushabh (Bull) Maniben Govindji Mepa 

Keshri Sinh (Lion) Viyan Mital Shah 

Laxmi (Wealth) Manoramaben Anilbhai Shah  

Pushp ni Mala (Garland) Savitaben Keshavji Shah 

Chandra (Moon) Anjani Nirmal Shah & Rajvi Milan Shah 

Surya (Sun) Anju Kaushik & Harshida Vinod & Lina Bakul & Champu Pravin & Kailash Mukesh 

Dhaja (Flag) Indiraben Ramesh Shah, Payal & Prinka 

Kumbh (A Jar) Jayantilal Jivraj Shah  

Padma sarovar (Serene lake) Ratanben Maganlal Shah  

Shir sagar (Sea of milk) Lalitaben Harakchand Shah 

Dev Viman (Aeroplane) Srujan Laxmichand Shah 
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North West Area









North West Area

Savantsari Bhojan Sponsors 
Late Jayantilal Jivraj Shah & Family Nilam Suresh Mepa Shah & Family Sarla Chandrakant Raishi Shah 

Late Kasturben Mulchand Lakha & Family Haste 
Himatbhai 

Padamshi Bharmal Haste Mohanbhai Saroj Rajni Bharmal Shah 

Late Shantaben Mohamlal Potalal Haste Sailesh 
Mohanlal Parivar 

Pannaben Suresh Shah Saroj Suresh Shah 

Late Sojpar Hemraj & Late Monghiben Sojpar Piyush Raish Sojpar Sarojbala Vipin Shah 

Laxmiben Kachra Sura Poornaben Dhanjibhai Shah & Family Satish Devraj Shah & Family 

Laxmiben Keshavlal Parivar Prabhulal Ranmal Shah Savitaben Pravinchand Gosrani 

Madhuri Jitendra Shah Pravin M Shah (Bhikhubhai) Savitaben Somchand Shah 

Mahesh & Nila Gosrani Pravina Dhirajlal Shah Shakuntlal Chandrakant Shah 

Manchaben Sobhagchand Shah Premchand Velji Gugka Parivar Shantaben Bharmal Harania 

Maniben Govindji Mepa  Pushpaben Jayantilal Galaiya Parivar Shantaben Bharmal Harania 

Maniben Hemraj Harania Parivar Radiatben Khimji Raishi Shah Shantaben Hirji Jivraj Shah & Family  

Maniben Hirji Nathoo Parivar Raichand Punja Shah Shantaben Keshavlal Depar Parivar  

Maniben Keshavji Parivar Rajesh Mulji Shah Shantaben Liladhar Lalji Shah 

Maniben Keshavlal Gada parivar Raksha Dilip Gudka Shantilal N Gudka 

Manjuben Mahendra Malde Ramaben Shantilal & Family Shashikant Tejshi Dharamshi Shah 

Manjuben Premchand Ramesh Nathoo Shah Sheela Shainu Shah 

Meena Narendra Shah Ramniklal Kalidas Shah Family Eldoret Shubhadra K Shah 

Mehul & Kashma Ajit Shah Ramniklal P Dhanani Smitaben Dilip Shah 

Motiben Panachand Chandaria Ranjan Mahendra Lalji Chandaria Sudha Maroo 

Mrs Induben Amritlal Shah Ranjanben Rajnikant Shah Sudhir R Shah 

Mrs Lina Bakul Shah Rashila Chandrakant & Sarla Bhagwanji Sunitaben Mahesh Shah 

Mrs Nirmala Harakchand Haria Rasiklal & Family Sushilaben Laxman Parivar 

Mukesh Shah Ratanben Mepa Sura Parivar Sveta Sayam Shah 

Muktaben Nemchand Manek Parivar Ratilal Gosar Dodhia Taraben Hirji & Kantaben Kapur 

Mulchand Vaghji Parivar Ratilal Hirji Parivar Arun Harakhchand D Shah Parivar 

Mulji Meghji Gudka Privar haste Prabhulal Rumit Dayalji Shah Veera Mitesh Shah 

Nalini Jenu Dodhia Rumit Devchand Shah Vijyaben Gudka Parivar 

Nanji Govindji Shah S Malde Vijyaben Meghji Kachra Parivar 

Narshi Punja Malde Parivar Saanya Nirmal Shah Vijyaben Zaverchand Gudka 

Nilam Mahesh Liladhar Shah Santokben Lakhamshi Family (Jatin) Zaverchand Malde Parivar 

EKTA Centre Celebrates 2nd Birthday – 31st August 2014
     

The 2nd annivarsay of the acquisition of Oshwal EKTA Centre co-incided with the annual post paryushan Bhakti held at Oshwal 
EKTA Centre.  With music by Amit Kansara and band accompanied by our guests from Tapovan, the atmosphere was serene, 
peaceful and yet electric as the audience in the packed hall were kept entertained until 11.00 pm.  The true test was that not a
single member of audience felt like leaving until the function ended despite the fact that the following day was a working day!

“JINA WORSHIP” DVD’s
If you have still not collected this? Please bring your voucher 

to the EKTA Centre or contact your local committee.
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VISITING OSHWAL EKTA CENTRE 

Travelling by Car: 

We would like to thank all members and patrons for showing consideration when parking in or around Oshwal EKTA 

Centre.  Please follow the following rules to avoid traffic build up on Stag Lane, and to avoid the function you are 

attending from being disrupted: - 

(1) Do not park on both sides of Stag Lane.  This will allow smooth traffic flow, especially for buses. 

(2) Do not park infront of Oshwal EKTA Centre (where no parking cones will be placed)  

(3) When approaching Oshwal EKTA Centre from Queensbury / Princes Avenue, do not turn right into Oshwal 

EKTA Centre  please drive approximately 100 yards and turn back at the round about (junction of Stag Lane, 

Hay Lane and Roe Green)  Please see red arrows. 

(4) The blue markings on the map show where you can park in the vicinity.  Please park sensibly and do not block 

driveways and roads.  Please remember that normal traffic rules apply. 

(5) In Oshwal EKTA Centre do not block the ramp. This is reserved for disabled drop- -ups O.  

(6) Please respect the volunteers who are assisting in the car park.  

(7)  - The car park generally gets very full during peak times (8  9pm) and advice you to stagger your 

times.  

(8) Cars may get blocked / double parked within the car park during busier times. If you are in a rush to head early 

and not wishing to be blocked, suggest you use the map below to identify suitable car spaces.  

North West Area
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'The Shree Navchetan Andjhan Mandal School serves as a beacon of hope for some ?of the most underprivileged
and misfortunate children in the world, and ensures? that they are given a chance to learn, experience life as a
normal child, and most of all, a chance to be happy.

Their remarkable desire to learn and help each other was truly inspiring given their circumstances, and highlights
the incredible work?CAREducation are doing to en-rich these extraordinary children's lives. Despite?an extensive
range of disabilities I witnessed an unparalleled level of compassion, talent and willingness to participate,
evidencing the universality?of what it means to be a child, regardless of where in the world we live.

By overcoming physical, language and cultural barriers with these children I was able to impart a small amount
of?knowledge to them, but unanimously agreed they had taught us far more in two?weeks than we could ever
teach them: their perpetually pure happiness, gratefulness for what little they had and their hunger to learn,
truly taught?us about the sanctity of human life.

We have raised over £2000, which will fund 2 children's education for a lifetime.

I personally found being literate in Gujarati a huge asset, both to myself and to the rest of my group. It especially
allowed me to communicate and thus connect with the deaf children on a much deeper level, which indeed
enriched my experience of teaching. I'd like to express my gratitude for all your efforts and guidance in teaching
me this vital skill of reading and writing our mother tongue. I was able to navigate my group through the Gujarati
signposts in Bhuj and translate messages/letters between the School and us, which made me appreciate studying
Gujarati. In fact, the A level allowed me to go as far as discussing professional opportunities for women in the
West and rural India with the children!

Tej Hitesh Shah (ex-Student)'

'It is more than just a language. It is more than your mother tongue. It is an identity. It connects generations and
builds relationships. It creates opportunities and self-awareness. Being able to speak your language is a
prerequisite; it is an art, which necessitates guidance and practice.  Oshwal Gujarati School, South Area has been
instrumental in enabling thousands of students to learn and experience Gujarati over 40 exceptional years.

Jeeger Dodhia (ex-Education chairperson)'

Once again the students at the school have excelled in the
GCSE and AS level exams and our heartiest congratulations
go out to them all.

As you can tell there are a lot of activities being organised
for everyone to come together and if you feel we can do
more, then please stand up and raise the bar. Remember
together we stand and divided we fall.

Hope to see many more of you at the next event, if I have
managed to touch your heart strings.

Keep an eye out for the Diwali programme being organised
for the 19th October 2014. Check the website shown above
for details.

Written by Hiten Savla

"To give pleasure to a single heart by a single act is
better than a thousand heads bowing in prayer."

South Area
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~ Antique Collecting ~

Antiques are growing in demand and becoming enormously stylish, they have an appreciation and worth. I have been
a keen collector of antiquities for over 30 years. My passion for antiques begun in 1969 when I was working in London
for the John Freeman Studio. They had a contract with the Victoria and Albert Museum where I took photographs of
the world's most prestigious and valuable artefacts. From then onwards my enthusiasm for antiques begun and now
I have an extensive collection of artefacts from around the world including China, India, Japan, and Africa and of
course the UK.
The history behind these cultural items is incredibly remarkable and continues to build on my passion for antiques.
With a growing demand and value for these cultural items finding the most unique items is a difficult task, especially
with the growth in antique programmes being shown on TV. Therefore staying ahead in this market is no easy task.
Whether I'm in the UK or on holiday I am always on the lookout for new antiquities in the market by visiting museums
and being in contact with some of the world's antique dealers. As well as doing independent research to guarantee
the uniqueness and origin of the antique. Antiques are growing in demand, it would be nice to see more Oshwals
taking this up as a hobby. I am happy to help anyone who may be interested via the Editor.

FROM A SERIES OF VISHNU AVATARAS:
RISHABHA. JAIPUR, CIRCA 1860. OPAQUE

WATERCOLOUR

VIMALNATH ATTENDED BY CHAURI BEARERS.
THE THIRTEENTH JAIN TIRTHANKARA (OR JINA).

FROM A SERIES ILLUSTRATING THE
TIRTHANKARAS. JODHPUR, CIRCA 1800.
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~ Antique Collecting ~

FOLIO FROM A JAIN KALPA SUTRA MANUSCRIPT FEATURING PARSHVANATH. CIRCA 1500. OPAQUE WATERCOLOUR
ON WARQA.

FOLIO FROM A JAIN KALPA SUTRA MANUSCRIPT FEATURING PARSHVANATH. CIRCA 1500. OPAQUE WATERCOLOUR
ON WARQA. PARSHVA IS THE 23RD TIRTHANKARA (FORD MAKER) IN JAINISM.

Original Collections of Hasmukh Jethalal Shah and Family.

Editor’s Note:
OAUK wishes to thank Hasmukhbhai for sharing his collection with us.
In the future we would like to arrange an Exhibition to show everyone's Collections or have a Hobby Show. Please
contact me on 07785 710914 or Email: oa_uk@yahoo.com  - if you want to send us a similar write up?
Sudhir M Shah
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Is it a good time to invest in
Properties?
The last couple of years have seen unprecedented rises
in London property prices fuelled by a combination of
historic low interest rates, quantitative easing and
gradual improvements in the economy.
To make any reasonable extrapolations about the future
London property market, lets quickly look at historical
London house prices.
A variety of data sources were used to compile the chart
and is for information purposes only. A number of
observations can be made from the chart.
1. Period from 1989 Q1 to 1996 Q3 (a period of over

8½ years) saw the longest period of price stagnation
in most properties (excluding detached properties).
This occurred during a period of dramatic decreases
in interest rates. A similar period of property price
stagnation occurred between 2010 Q1 to 2012 Q2,
again when interest rates were dramatically low. The
key difference in this second period was that price
volatility was significantly higher.

2. Property prices were affected far more when both
UK and US were in recession, such as the 2008-09
recession, rather than when UK alone is in recession.
If anything, the UK only recession in early 2012 did
nothing to deflate property price growth.

3. The Pay Multiple provides a ratio of how many times
property prices are greater than the average London
annual salary. The Multiple has increased from 5 to
20 over the last 30 years.

Factors to Consider
General improvements in the economy, greater
probability of an interest rate rise in the next 12 months,
lower of quantitative easing, tightening of mortgage
lending rules as well as the highly questionable
sustainability of such a high pay multiple are all factors
likely to lead to a period of more gentle price growth.
The question of ‘affordability of properties’ is key to
understand the likely future of the London property
market.
Making properties more affordable can by done by
building new ‘cheaper’ homes, increasing the average
annual salary dramatically or lowering property prices.
However, none of these options are likely to be effective.

While many houses are being built most are at the
luxury end of the market thus not addressing the
affordability question. (Source: Shelter)
While annual salaries have seen some improvements
in the last couple of years, there are a long way from
lowering the Pay Multiple significantly.
While lowering properties prices may happen on
individual cases to ensure a quick sale, it is highly
unlikely to occur at a general level, as it would raise
the prospects of negative equity as well as deflation.
Something, which the UK Government or the Bank
of England would not want.

Indeed, in early September, The Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors (RICS) said: "price momentum in
London had started to 'soften', as flats and houses had
become more unaffordable."
John J King FRICS, Surveyor at Andrew Scott Robertson,
said: “vendors are aware that prices have cooled.”
Furthermore, overseas buyers whom have often helped
fuel price increases “are less active, possibly due to value
of the pound and fears of future tax changes” according
to Robert Green MRICS, Surveyor at John D Wood & Co.

What does this mean for ‘the
Professional’ investor?
In reviewing property investments consider what the
overall profit is. This is a combination of net rental
income (i.e. rental income less related expenses) and net
capital appreciation (i.e. different between buying and
selling price less selling and buying costs).
Gentle price growth essentially means while property
prices may continue to increase, they will do so only at
a much slower pace. Thus, in the short-term net capital
appreciation can be lower or even zero, thus ask yourself
what is your investment time-frame and would net rental
income alone be sufficient to make a property
investment viable?
A very simple strategy followed by one Oshwal I know,
is to buy flats at the very low end of the market for rental
purposes. This often provides good rental yields, while
requiring lower deposit amounts for initial purchase.
Capital appreciation is negligible in these cases, but the
net rental yield is often a couple of per cent points above
the interest rates earned in bank savings accounts.
Another interesting strategy involves buying a freehold
property with a view to convert to a couple of one- or
two-bedroom apartments. Then selling one apartment
as leasehold to release part of the capital investment,
while renting the other one out, and retaining the overall
freehold for the long-term capital appreciation benefits.
Investing in property development projects could be an
option. Property developers are better placed to identify
viable property investments by shifting through the
myriad of projects available in London as well as have
access to the ears of estate agents and financiers.
However, the professional investor should carefully
consider all the tax and legal implications. Often, the
property could be a financial wrapper in an investment
structure rather than a brick-and-mortar property
investment. This isn’t to say that such investments are
bad or unprofitable, simply that investors should
understand fully what they are getting into.

Where to invest in London?
There is no magic answer. Simply put, do your research,
as there are plenty of opportunities in London available,
everything from large scale regeneration development
projects to simple buy-to-lets. I’ve have highlighted
above three areas which are of interest. Of course, there
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~ One Year on from the Westgate Attack ~

“Boys and girls, the anger you feel is valid, but you must not allow yourselves to be consumed by it. The
hurt you feel must not be allowed to turn into hate, but instead into the search for justice.”

~ Mr Banerjee, Principal of Oshwal Academy, Speaking at a Memorial Service held at Oshwal School

One year ago, what was a normal Saturday (21 September 2013) turned into an unbelievable nightmare when evil
consumed the Westgate Shopping Centre in Nairobi, Kenya, with a spray of bullets and blood.
The popular Shopping Centre was packed full of shoppers and people going about their own business, people having
lunch, sipping coffee, friends and family meeting and going about their normal Saturday errands…and a special
children’s cooking competition added to the buzz on this particular Saturday.
This was shattered as the attackers’ bullets cut short many lives of men, women and children of various races,
nationalities and religious backgrounds. In the carnage that ensued, three Oshwal students lost their lives – Neha
Manish Mashru, Pavraj Singh Ghattaurhae and Pramsu Jain.
Oshwal School, Nairobi, held a memorial service (27 September 2013) these students and others who lost their lives
that day including – Mitul Amratlal Shah a former student of the School and Anuj Virchand Shah, father of Student
at the School.
All Oshwal Schools had united to attend this memorial service of remembrance, with the students welcoming the
families of the deceased with high respect and prayers.
Mr Banerjee, Principal of the Oshwal Academy, paid a lovely tribute to all the students:

“Neha Manish Mashru of Year 11A was full of virtues and was
a loving girl, prefect, an excellent cook, a dancer, an actress, a
darling student of Oshwal Academy. She was there with her
mother and other friends as she was the finalist for the cookery
competition. She was there at the competition ready to take
up the challenge to prepare a hot desert and a cold biting and,
and in a cruel twist of fate, was left cold for ever.

“Pavraj Singh Ghattaurhae, our past Year 11 student of
2011/2012 class was humble and respectful. He was naughty
sometimes and we loved it. An excellent Hockey Player and
sports man who wished to be a rally driver. He had the chance
to run but chose to stay with his grandmother who was
immobilized after being shot. We salute his concern for elders
and his determination not to run away from adversity.












